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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: SUAREZ INTERVIEWED BY "DER SPIEGEL" 

SUMMARY: IN HIS INTERVIEW WITH "DER SPIEGEL" PRIME 
MINISTER SUAREZ APPEARS TO HAVE LEANED TOWARD IDENTIFY- 
ING HIMSELF IN THE ELECTIONS WITH THE POLITICAL CENTER 
GENERALLY, BUT WITHOUT PRESENTING HIMSELF AS A CANDIDATE. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . THERE FOLLOW HIGHLIGHTS FROM SPANISH PRESS EXCEPRTS 
OF AN INTERVIEW WITH PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ WHICH TOOK 
PLACE LAST WEEK AND REPORTEDLY WAS PUBLISHED APRIL 4 
BY THE WEST GERMAN WEEKLY "DER SPIEGEL." 
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2. A SUAREZ CANDIDACY? "IN PRINCIPLE, I CAN TELL YOU I 
WOULD NOT LIKE TO RUN AS A CANDIDATE." BUT THAT IS NOT 
TO SAY THAT I WILL NOT MAKE CLEAR WHICH "POLITICAL 
CONCEPTIONS" ARE CLOSEST TO MY WAY OF THINKING AND LIVING. 

3. THE CONSTITUENT PERIOD. THE OVERRIDING TASK OF THE 
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NEW PARLIAMENT WILL BE THE ELABORATION OF A NEW CONSTITU- 
TION. CONSEQUENTLY, MY PRINCIPAL CONCERN IS NOT WHETHER 
TO RUN OR TO CONTINUE AS HEAD OF GOVT.; THE ONLY IMPORTANT 
TASK FOR ME AT THIS TIME IS TO "GUARANTEE THE DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEM," AND THIS TASK WILL NOT BE COMPLETED WITH THE COM- 
ING ELECTIONS (I.E. IT WILL CONTINUE THROUGH THE DRAFT- 
ING OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION). 

4. SPAIN'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS 
HAS ITS ROOTS IN RECENT YEARS, NOT MONTHS; IT IS NOT OUR 
POLICY OF DEMOCRATIC REFORMS WHICH HAS CAUSED IT. "...I 
SEE NO SENSE IN ADOPTING TOD AY... CONCRETE MEASURES WHICH 
WITHIN FOUR OR FIVE MONTHS WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY A 
NEW PARLIAMENT. IN MY OPINION THE MOST URGENT MATTER IS 
THE INSTITUTION OF A FISCAL REFORM WHICH WILL DISTRIBUTE 
MORE EQUITABLY THE (ECONOMIC) BURDEN." 

5. ROLE OF THE MILITARY. "THE ARMED FORCES HAVE NOT 
ASSUMED POLITICAL POSITIONS AND ARE ONLY AT THE SERVICE 

OF ALL THE SPANISH PEOPLE AND THE KING AND, NATURALLY, THEY 
WILL SERVE THE GOVT ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE." IF IN FREE 
ELECTIONS, A SOCIALIST GOVT WERE CHOSEN, THE ARMED FORCES 
"WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ACCEPT THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE." (HE 
WOULD NOT MAKE THE SAME OBSERVATION ABOUT A COMMUNIST 
VICTORY. WHICH IS IN ANY EVENT OUT OF THE QUESTION.) 

6. NO TURNING BACK ON REFORMS. IN RESPONSE TO A 
QUESTION AS TO WHETHER AN "ALIANZA POPULAR" VICTORY 
IN THE ELECTIONS WOULD BLOCK THE REFORM PROCESS, 
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SUAREZ STATED THAT HE DID NOT SEE ANY WAY THAT THE 
PROCESS WOULD BE DERAILED, REGARDLESS OF THE IDENTITY 
OF THE ELECTION VICTOR. 

7. THE MOTOR OF THE PROCESS. THE SPANISH PEOPLE ARE 
THE SPIRITUAL FATHERS OF DEMOCRATICATION, BUT IT HAS 

BEEN THE MONARCHY, WHIT WHOM THE PEOPLE HAVE COMPLETELY 
IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES. WHOSE EFFORT TO INTEGRATE ALL 
SPANIARDS HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE AND SET THE PROCESS 
IN MOTION. 

8. SPANISH SOCIALISM. I WOUUD BE COMPLETELY SATISFIED IF 
SOCIALIST UNITY WERE ACHIEVED. I ASSURE YOU, AS I HAVE 
ASSURED THE SOCIALISTS THEMSELVES, THAT THE GOVT. DOES 
NOT HAVE THE SLIGHTEST INTENTION OF DISCRIMINATING AMONG 
PARTIES; WE HAVE SIMPLY ATTEMPTED TO "CORRECT THE 
CURRENT SITUATION." AS FAR AS THE CONTRETEMPS OVER THE 
LEGALIZATION OF THE PSOE-H. THE COURTS WILL MAKE THE 
FINAL JUDGMENT IN THIS CASE. 
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9. LEGALIZATION OF THE COMMUNISTS. "I AM FAMILIAR WITH 
THE STATUTES PRESENTED BY THE PCE, AND PERSONALLY I 
FIND THEM ACCEPTABLE." OBVIOUSLY, ONE CANNOT JUDGE 
THE COMMUNIST' INTENTIONS. "THE PCE MUST DEMONSTRATE 
ITS DEMOCRATIC ATTITUDE THROUGH REALITIES, DEEDS AND 
CONDUCT." (AN OFFICIAL GOS NOTE HAS DENIED AN INTER- 
PRETATION OF SUAREZ S REMARKS RENDERED YESTERDAY BY 
"DIARIO 16," IN WHICH THAT AFTERNOON DAILY STATED 
THAT SUAREZ "NOW SAW THE GOVT’S WAY CLEAR TO LEGALIZE 
THE PCE." ACCORDING TO THE NOTE, THE READING OF THE 
COMPLETE TEXT OF THE INTERVIEW, WHICH IN ANY CASE TOOK 
PLACE BEFORE THE COURT RETURNED THE CASE TO THE GOVT, 
DEMONSTRATES CLEARLY THAT HE NEVER SAID OR IMPLIED 
ANY SUCH THING.) EATON 
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